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SPECIAL MAY FILM EVENT 
Phillip Johnston^s Transparent Quartet: The Melies Project 
Wednesday, May 19, 1999, 7:30 pm 

Famous silent French “trick” films accompanied by a live jazz ensemble in a program 
that recently sold out two performances at Lincoln Center. 

Museum hours: Tues.-Siin. 10:00-5:00, V/ed. and Fri 10:00-9:00 

Just after the turn of the century, a pioneering French moviemaker named Georges Melies 
made a series of fantastic silent “trick” films that instantly became part of film legend, inspir- 
ing everyone from George Lucas to Monty Python. Melifes (1861-1938) bridged the worlds 
Of 19th-century theatrical spectacle and 20th-century cinema. By combining photography and 
optical effects with elaborately designed backdrops and costumes, he was able to conjure up 
unknown worlds and transport his actors and viewers there. One might, for instance, be shot 
by cannon to the moon or take a buggy ride with Satan. 

Nearly a century later, on Wednesday, May 19, 1999 at 7:30, the Cleveland Museum of 
Art welcomes New York bandleader, arranger, and composer Phillip Johnston and his 
Transparent Quartet to Cleveland to accompany a program of silent Meliks films. Johnston 
has been called “the H. G. Wells of the jazz world” by Rolling Stone Press and “one of 
modem music s most versatile writers” by Billboard. His eclectic music — employing piano, 
saxophone, bass, and vibraphone — evokes everything from ragtime to Debussy, and is a 
perfect complement to the wildly imaginative cinema of Melies. This show recently sold out 
two performances at Lincoln Center. Film details are below. 


Phillip Johnston's Transparent Quartet: The Meliks Project 
Wednesday, May 19, 1999, 7:30 pm 

France, 1902-1909, b&w, silent, 16mm, approx. 65 min. Directed by Georges Meliks. 

Program includes seven films; The Melomaniac {1 903), The Mermaid (1 904), The Damnation of Faust 
(1 903), A Trip to the Moon (1902), Hydrotherapie Fantastique (The Doctor's Secret) (1 909), Merry Frolics 
of Satan (1906), and The Impossible Voyage (1905). Live musical accompaniment by Phillip Johnston's 
Transparent Quartet. Admission $ 1 0, $6 CMA members and kids 1 2 and under. Advance tickets 
available at the museum ticket center or by calling 216-421-7350. 
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